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ABSTRACT 

The Office of Research and Evaluation of the Austin 
(Texas) Independent Schoo: District (AISD) has been monitoring the 
dropout situation in the AISD since 1983-84. In July 1986 , a 
computerized database, the Secondary Student Longitudinal File, was 
constructed to enable tracking of the enrollment of any group of 
students beginning with the 1983-84 school year for high school 
studerts and the 1985-86 school year for seventh- and eighth-grade 
students. Dropout rates are also calculated by ethnicity. This fact 
sheet provides selected statistical data on trends in dropout rates 
in the AISD between the 1983-bl and 1988-89 school years. The total 
dropout rate in 1988-89 in grades 7 and 8 (4.2%) was the lowest it 
has been since monitoring was initiated. The dropout percentage in 
1988-89 for grade 9 was lower than in the preceding year. 
Longitudinal dropout rates are given for the senior high school 
1983-84 cohort and the junior high school 1985-86 cohort. By 1989, 
29.8% of students who began secondary school in 1983 had dropped out 
of school. In the sa*.;t* year, 17*2% of those who had started in 1985 
had dropped out of school. Three tables and four graphs provide 
statistical data. (SLD) 
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Dropout Rates: Where are they headed? 



The Office of Research and Evalu- 
ation (ORE) has been monitoring 
AISD*s dropout situation and publish- 
ing an annual report since 1983-84. 
During that time, the methods, time 
frames, cohort definitions, or some 
combination of these factors has changed 
annually as we have teamed more about 
the complexities of counting dropouts. 



In July, 1986, a longitudinal com- 
puterized database, the Secondary Stu- 
dent Longitudinal File (SSLF) was con- 
structed that enables us to track the en- 
rollment status of any group of students 
at any point in time, beginning with the 
1983-84 school year for high school stu- 
dents, and the 1985-86 school year for 
seventh and eighth grade students. 



The Public Education Information Man- 
agement System (PEIMS) is the mandated 
statewide data collection system that was 
first implemented last school year. In order 
to come into alignment with PEIMS, all 
past dropout rates were recalculated for me 
1988-89 Dropout Report . 
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am mate a dtffemtce to ffta 1989-90 dropout r*t99 reported. 



ORE calculates secondary (grades 7-8 and 9-12) school-year, 
annual, and longitudinal dropout rates. Definitions and 
actual statistics follow. These rates are calculated overall as 
well as disaggregated by ethnic group, grade, and gend er. The 
dropout rate that is probably the most sought alter is the lon- 
gitudinal one, because it follows a specific cohort of students 
and tracks them individually. 

The school-year dropout rate Is the 

rate for students who drop out 
during the nine month school year 
from September to June. 

The annual rate is the rate for those 
students who drop out during the 
entire twelve month period from 
September to September and Includes 
the summer dropouts but excludes those 
school-year dropouts who transferred, 
graduated, or returned to school at the 
end of the summer. 

The longitudinal rate is the rate of 
students who drop out over their high 
school career. It Is calculated by 
tracking the students individually 
from the time they first enter ninth 
(or seventh) grade over a period of 
years. 



URBAN EIGHT 

The Texas Education Agency's official dropout statistics are 
based upon the October, 1989 Survey, grades 7-12. 





DROPOUT 


CHANGE 


DISTRICT 


RATE 


FROM 1988 


Austin 


9.60% 


-.98 


Corpus Chnsti 


4.82% 


..59 


Dallas 


1636% 


+.52 


El Paso 


S.2S<& 


-.69 


Fori Worth 


730% 


-108 


Houston 


n.95% 


5.69 


San Antonio 


11.89% 


as 


Ysteta 


6.78% 


+.01 



Documentation of dropouts and transfer students across the 
districts still appeal* to be inconsistent, Austin falls in the middle of 
the Urban Bight in tenro of rate and change- (Editorial Nat: ORE 
docs not apt* wuhihcmahodTEAuxd 
ih& m she offtetiil smc s&sixic&.) 



Below an AISD school-year dropout rates by ethnicity, as of 
July of the following summer. 

HIGH SCHOOL 



Qtinlc 
Group 


1963-84 1984-85 


1985-86 


1986-87 


1987-88 


1988-89 


Indian 


31.1% 


26.6% 


284% 


car 

23.5% 


733% 




Asian 


3.7% 


6.4% 


5.5% 


7.7% 


83% 


4.9% 


Black 


10.6% 


10.7% 


9.9% 


109% 


10.1% 


102% 


Hispanic 


14.0% 


15.9% 


15.1% 


13.7% 


15.4% 


148% 


White 


7.8% 


9.4% 


9.1% 


9.0% 


102% 


7.6% 


TOTAL 


9.7% 


'.1.1% 


10.7% 


106% 


11*% 


10.2% 



The school-year dropout rate last year (10.2%) was the lowest sinct 
198344. The rates for Asians (4.9%) and Whites (7.6%) were dur 
lowest in six yean. 



MIDDLE / JUNIOR HIGH 



Ethnic 
Group 


1984-83 


1983-86 


1986-87 


1987-88 


1988-89 


American 
Indian 


11.1% 


12.0% 


63% 


63% 


69% 


Aaian 


4.7% 


5*% 


2.1% 


4.0% 


2.7% 


Black 


2.9% 


2*% 


5.0% 


4.9% 


33% 


Hispanic 


63% 


63% 


92% 


9.4% 


6.1% 


White 


4.0% 


43% 


6.0% 


5.1% 


3.0% 


TOTAL 


4.5% 


4.7% 


6.7% 


63% 


42% 



The total 7th -&h padr school-year dropout rax (4.2%) was the lowest in 
ORE'S history of tracking 7th and 8th poderx. Hispanic* and Whites had the 
lowest dropout roe since ORE has bcencalctilotingkandofan five ethnic 
poops, American tndutns have hod the protest decline. 
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Longitudinal, Annual, and School-Year Dropout Rates 

Grades 9-12 
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TheawiMaf rate basof Octoberof the Eoflowtogyeaf bribe past 
six school yean. 

Tbcxhaot-yur raa;iia»rfJaly.Affliou^ibenun*c«ava2abfc 
ioJuIy are pccoaarily acoaiptgie, and inadequate, they are used 
here to gfwe a sense of the trend acrow tine. 

Also tadu&d toadropouJ rateasof July tot first-timt ninth gro£ 
jct each year, beginntag with the 1983-S* school year. 
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Longitudinal 
(1983-84 Conor!) 



1963-64 1984-86 1986-86 1988-87 1987-88 19 SB- 89 

{grmim 9) School \»ar 

The Itngrwibvd dropout rate ii m 
of July for tbe 1983-84 cohort of 
flnt-tfaoB ninth padcti. 




Annual 



1953-34 1954-55 1955-55 1955*57 1957-55 1955-59 

School Year 




Grades 7-8 
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The fon&auiinal dropout ntc teas 
of July for ihe 1985-86 cohort. 
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Longitudinal 




{1985-66 Cohort) 






17J% 

***** 


1966-88 1986-87 1987-88 


1988-89 






School Year 






Annual 
Scnoo»-Yfcar 
ist-Ttme ?tn Graders 



1964*8$ 1985-86 1966*87 1987*68 1988-89 

School Year 




85, Junior b^xtooswre 
tioosysiem in tte 1985-86 schoolyear, 

Tteanmml me isas qf October of the fo^^ 

Theschool-year rate is asof July of tJte following summer 

The first-tin • seventh puder? rate is as of July, beginning with 
\^the 1985-86schooiycar. ^ 
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